
welcome to the first edition of this school year 
Newsletter, with a roundup of news and happenings at 
New Horizon School Westside during the first semester.  

The school year started in late August, and our students 
have been very busy, both at school and off campus. 
They have actively participated in our Annual Hajj   
Simulation Event and Eid celebration, have been on 
several field trips to local places of interest, been      
involved in a very successful Book Fair, and  put      
together an amazing program for International Day, 
showcasing the culture and folklore of various        
countries.  The Fourth and Fifth Graders have been 
working on honing their leadership skills by participating 
in a day-long workshop on Student Leadership. The 
Fifth Graders enjoyed a three-day long stay at Catalina 
Island, part of their Outdoor Science Experience for this 
year. 

In this edition, we invite you to accompany us on a tour 
of the numerous events and accomplishments that took 
place over the past semester.  Please visit our website 
at www.newhorizonwestside.com to learn more about 
our programs and upcoming events. 

back to school picnic 

As the new school year started, we welcomed back our 
returning students and parents, and  extended a warm 
welcome to our new families in an informal setting.   

We met at the park 
in Playa Del Rey 
for an afternoon of 
fun, food and    
relaxation.  The 
kids had a great 
time, and the     
parents enjoyed 
catching up with 
friends and making 
new ones.

in the name of allah, most gracious, most merciful
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new horizon westside welcomes 
the international visitors ’
leadership  delegation  

On December 5, 2012, New Horizon School Westside 
hosted a delegation comprised of International visitors 
from 19 different countries.  The delegates were all       
professionals in the field of education in their respective 
countries, and they  toured our campus as part of a three-
week program organized by the U.S. Department of 
State. 

annual giving campaign 

Our Annual Giving Campaign seeks to raise funds to  
support a single project that addresses a specific need.  
We kicked off our Annual Giving campaign for this year in 
the month of November. Our goal for this year is to raise 
$15,000 to enable us to purchase a portable Science Lab 
for the school.   
Thanks to the generosity of our parents and community 
members, we are now in the final phase of our campaign.  
To date, we have raised 85% of the funds needed, and 
are looking forward to reaching our goal for the year.
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library news 
all-star book fair  

The All-Star Book Fair was the perfect theme for our 
school this year. Not only did it allow our students to shine 
brightly, but also gave an opportunity to our school com-
munity to New Horizon families, staff  and parent  to be-
come shooting stars!  
The All-Star Book Fair hosted a variety of activities 
throughout the week, including Pastries for Parents, as 
well as the Book Fair Rally, where we kicked off the Book 
Fair with music, games, and competitions. Students were 
given a raffle ticket for every book purchase they made 
and the raffle winners got to attend a special lunch in the 
library with the Head of School, Mrs. Antabli, and Librar-
ian Jessica Tektas. The Grand Prize winner received a 
family fun-pack of tickets to the Wildlife Learning Center 
in Sylmar.  
Students also learned about the important link between 
reading and writing during Islamic Day at the Book Fair. 
Mrs. Tektas and Mr. Amer taught the students about the 
development and methods of calligraphy with which the 
first Qur a࠙ns were written. The students then got to      
practice their own calligraphy by writing verses from the 
Qur a࠙n that demonstrated the religious and cultural      
importance of reading and writing in Islam.  

Students and their families generously supported the 
Book Fair by purchasing and donating books to our class-
room libraries. During our Coin-A-Day Challenge, stu-
dents donated money to the Scholastic organization, 
KIDS (Kids in Distressed Situations), which donates 
books to children in poverty or conflict zones.  

Thanks to our students  ࠙excitement for reading and     the 
generosity of our families, New Horizon School Westside 
nearly doubled its sales this year, raising over $3,500, 
and earning $700 for upgrades to our library! The All-Star 
Book Fair was a sparkling success!  

annual hajj journey and eid 
celebration 

Every year, as 
Muslim pilgrims 
from around the 
world conclude 
their pilgrimage to 
Mecca,   students 
participate in a 
Hajj Simulation 
Event  where, 
dressed in the 
white garments of 
ihram, they go around the various stations that are set 
up all around the campus.  The stations represent the 
different areas and stages that actual pilgrims might 
visit while completing their Hajj journey. Once they    
complete these rituals, the students get to celebrate Eid 
Al-Adha.  This year, they enjoyed a variety of fun 
games, face painting, a stop at the petting zoo and took 
turns at coaxing a few sweet treats from the piñatas!  

outdoor science experience  

Our Fifth Grade students took part in the Outdoor     
Science Experience. They spent three days at Catalina 
Island where they explored the geography of the island, 
went kayaking in the ocean, and enjoyed songs and 
camp games around the campfire in the evenings.
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exploring the past, and more

Second and Third Graders 
spent a day at historic La 
Brea  Tar Pits, where they 
explored the past history of 
the region, mingled with 
sloth and mammoth bones, 
and watched the scientists at 
work.   

The trip ended at nearby 
LACMA where they had the 
chance o check out their 
newest exhibit and get in 
touch with their artistic side.

student leadership workshop 
As the year unfolds, our focus turns to providing practical 
opportunities for our older students to acquire and       
develop their leadership skills. This Fall,  Fourth and Fifth 

Grade students attended 
a full day Student Leader-
ship Workshop organized 
by  t he  Cal i f o r n i a           
Association of Student 
Councils (CASC). 

Throughout the day, they 
attended sessions on exploring and exchanging ideas 
and running successful meetings, and communication 
activities such as building a balloon tower in a group with-
out speaking! They returned with plenty of material to help 
them apply their new-found skills at school this year.

busy preschoolers have fun as they learn 

Our preschoolers   have been very 
busy learning about their community 
and the seasons..  They walked to 
the nearest mailbox and mailed their 
first letters to family members, toured 
the local fire station and learned 
about the daily life of a firefighter, 
and went on a Nature Walk to      
observe the changing colors of 
leaves in the Fall. They have also 
been building up their muscles     
during gymnastic and soccer 
classes.



international day  

Every year, we at New Horizon Westside, celebrate the 
importance of diversity and encourage our students to 
play an active part in this celebration.   
This year, our preschool students kicked off the event 
with a song about the Children of the World.  Elementary 
students explored a country of their choice, and shared 
what they learned through songs, skits, presentations and 
dance. 

Kindergarteners dressed up in the native colors and 
feathers of New Zealand (pictured above). 

First Grade headed to Europe, and learned about      
beautiful Switzerland.  Second Graders chose Algeria, 
and share with us facts about the rich cultural heritage of 
that country. 

New Horizon Outlook is published by the New Horizon 
School Westside Campus to enhance communication      
between parents and friends of the school. We welcome your 
suggestions, comments and ideas.  Please share them with 
us by calling (310) 231-6092 or email us at 
info@newhorizonwestide.com.  The School also greatly 
appreciates your donations.  Please make checks        
payable to New Horizon School Westside, or contact the 
office for further assistance.  

Third Grade brought the exotic wonders of Thailand to 
life with colorful costumes, garuda headbands, and 
sumptuous specialty dishes. 

Fourth Grade headed north to Canada. They presented 
a colorful tableau that introduced the audience to life in 
that  neighboring country.   

Fifth Graders flew south to Peru. They presented     
interesting facts about  the country, its nature,          
resources and population. At the end of the              
presentation they entertained the audience with a     
Peruvian folk dance, complete with colorful costumes 
and graceful moves.


