
WELCOME to the first edition of this school year’s 
Newsletter, with a roundup of news and happenings at 
New Horizon School Westside during the first semester. 
Our focus this year is on Character Building.  Teachers 
and staff attended a “Character Counts” workshop in 
August, and it set the tone for the direction that 
instruction was going to take during the year.  The pillars 
of character are the very same values that our school 
showcases and applies in the students’ daily instruction 
and life experiences at New Horizon Westside. We all 
learned new and creative ways of highlighting the 
importance of character values and morals, and of 
providing the students with tools that will help them 
strengthen various character traits.  
In this edition, we invite you to accompany us on a tour 
of the numerous events and accomplishments that took 
place over the first semester.  Please visit our  
website at www.newhorizonwestside.com to learn more 
about our programs and upcoming events. 
 

CONCERT AND CHOIR RECITAL WITH MS. 

SHIREEN ABDELRAHMAN 
 

This is the second year that our school proudly presents 
the New Horizon Westside Choir in its performance 
during the fundraising event. The choir is composed of 
25 students from first through fifth grades.  Students 
practice special vocal exercises and voice training and 
are learning how to sing 
as a team and coordinate 
the use of variable singing 
notes embedded in the 
songs.  This year, they 
performed three songs 
that demonstrated a 
broad range of their voice 
capabilities.    
 
Students in the choir learn 
commitment during both 
practices and 
performances. They do 
enjoy the singing and 
learning experience, and they take on responsibilities 
that extend beyond their daily lesson duties. The choir 
will continue to practice and grow, utilizing advanced 
techniques to present a range of varieties of songs for 
different upcoming events. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENEROSITY  
ANNUAL GIVING FUNDRAISER 

During the month of October of school, we kicked off our 
first fundraiser event: our annual giving campaign. Our 
goal was to raise $10,000 for upgrading the elementary 
playground. Thanks to the generosity of our parents and 
community, we were able to surpass our goal. The plans 
have been drawn out, and we look forward to completing 
the project in April 2012. 
 

RACE AGAINST HUNGER 
 

 

After learning about the poverty and malnutrition of the 
children in Chad, our students held a Race Against 
Hunger in which they collected pledges for laps they 
would run on Race Day. We raised over $1,100 for Chad 
that day through our students’ hard work! 
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COMMITMENT  

HAJJ SIMULATION EVENT 
Every year, around the time of Hajj (pilgrimage to 
Mecca), students at New Horizon School Westside 
participate in the Hajj Simulation event. All students from 
Preschool through Fifth Grade participate in this event 
by performing the rituals of Hajj.   
In their Islamic 
Studies classes, 
students learn 
about the critical 
values 
demonstrated in 
the pilgrimage: 
sacrifice, 
commitment, and 
perseverance 
shown entirely in 
the life of Abraham and his family. From the instruction 

and event experience, 
students are able to 
absorb and understand 
the importance of 
sacrificing time and 
energy, committing to the 
once-in-a-lifetime 
obligation of pilgrimage, 
and persevering through 
hardship for God's sake. 
At the end of the day, 
students celebrate the 
culmination of Hajj with 
Eid Fun.  Parents and 
students enjoyed 
socializing over a meal, 
and the kids enjoyed 
treats from the piñata. 
 
 
 

PERSEVERANCE 
MODERN LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION: AL-NURANIAH 

A major modification in our Religious Studies program 
instruction this year has been the adoption of a new 
learning technique: Al-Nuraniah Method.   
 

 
        

 
 
This is a highly effective method proven to enhance the 
students’ Tajweed 
(recitation) skills. 
A proper introduction 
to Al- Nuraniah Method 
at an early age has 
proven to increase 
students’ reading skills 
by three grades. The 
teachers make use of 
the Smart Boards to 
make the lessons 
interactive and fun for 
children. 

OUT AND ABOUT- FIELD TRIP NEWS 
An integral part of student learning at New Horizon 
Westside is through hands-on experiences.  Field trips 
are scheduled regularly to allow students the opportunity 
to actively observe the environment around them and to 
acquire further knowledge. This semester, our students 
traveled all around town in search of knowledge and fun! 

 

 
 Elementary students visited the 1001 Inventions exhibit at 

the California Science Center and learned about the 
valuable contribution of Muslims to historic inventions.           

 

Blending Arabic Language and Art, Fourth Grade students 
visited the Yamaguchi Bonsai Nursery on Sawtelle Blvd  

 



 

 Third Graders “visited” Turkey at the Anatolian Festival 

 

 

Touching the sea creatures was the highlight of the visit  
to the Long beach Aquarium 
 

 

 
Fifth Grade students kayaking during the Outdoor  
Science Experience at Catalina Island 
 

 
 

CHARACTER BUILDING THROUGH THE ARTS 

DRAMA CLUB WITH MS. PATTON 

The Drama Club is designed to promote self-esteem, 
character, knowledge, and teamwork.  Students express 
themselves in positive and productive ways through 
song, dance, and spoken word.  The goal is to involve 
each child in a production that expresses their talents. 

Our latest performance, "Tale of a Native", focused on 
the culture and traditions of Native Americans across 
North, Central, and South America.  We brought a 
traditional Hopi corn dance as well as a Pow Wow to life 
for our audience.  Each student depicted a person from 
a different tribe with precision as to give them the same 
personality students imagined in their heads.  
We also performed a folktale traditionally told to explain 
how the turtle got his shell ("The Turtle and the Sky 
Bowl"). It was truly as crowd pleaser as all students, 
parents, friends, and teachers were intrigued by the 
vibrant history lesson. 
  

HAPPENINGS AT THE LIBRARY WITH MS. 

STEPHANIE EREN 

The Aldeen Library at NHSW is a reading oasis! It is a 
place where students, parents, teachers and staff can 
come to explore a number of interesting activities. This 
year the library has been enhanced with many exciting 
new resources to help the students take responsibility for 
their own education and entertainment.  

 
 
Our school is now using the Accelerated Reader (AR) 
program which helps boys and girls find books which fit 
their personal reading level. Students are able to make 
independent choices about the kinds of books they 
choose to read and also the pace at which they read 
them. Because reading levels and quizzes are 
individualized, students can see how it is important to 
respect the unique skills of others. In addition to good 
reading habits, technology also enhances the modern 
classroom. That is why we have acquired 6 new tablet 
computers (Kindle Fire) for the library. These devices 
add dimension to the classroom and give our students 
the opportunity to develop new skills in technology use. 
Boys and girls of all ages are learning about responsible 
internet use and how to handle these valuable tools in 
the proper way.  
 

 
   
Students had the chance to attend a presentation about 
the writing process by children’s author Jeri Ferris  



      

A LESSON IN DIVERSITY: 

INTERNATIONAL DAY 
  

At New Horizon School Westside, our students and staff 
members come from a variety of cultural and ethnic 
backgrounds.  We all celebrate cultural diversity every 
day in every classroom as we share thoughts and 
experiences.  But nothing compares to the intensive 
lesson the students get once a year, on the day we 
celebrate our Annual International Day.  

  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year, the campus 
was transformed into a 
vibrant stage for the 
colors, sights and tastes 
of the featured countries.  
Students presented 
stories and facts about 
countries like Turkey, 
Saudi Arabia, Ethiopia, 
Madagascar, the Island of 
Fiji and Mexico to an 
attentive audience of 
parents and peers. 
 

 

 

 

 

ART UPDATE FROM MS. CAROL COOPER  
  

 

Since the beginning of the year at the ART LOFT, we 
traveled through Africa, and are creating guitars while 
listening to Rock ‘n’ Roll.  We are also creating delightful 
pears from the Impressionist period inspired by 
Cezanne.   All this work and more is culminating with our 
third Art Walk on Sawtelle on February 17

th
, 2012.  

 
 

 
 
Second Graders finished their study of ceremonial  
African Zulu art, and their work graces the Art Wall 
in the Office. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THE OUTLOOKTHE OUTLOOKTHE OUTLOOKTHE OUTLOOK is published by the New Horizon 
School, West Los Angeles Campus to enhance 
communication between parents and friends of the 
school. We welcome your suggestions, comments 
and ideas. Please share them with us by calling 
(310)231-6092, or email us at 
info@newhorizonwestside.com.  The School 
also greatly appreciates your donations.  Please 
make checks payable to New Horizon School 
Westside, or contact the office for further 
assistance 
 


