
welcome to the second edition of this school year s࠙ 
Newsletter, with a roundup of news and happenings at 
New Horizon School Westside during the second         
semester.  
The Spring semester found our students engrossed in 
learning about culture and the Arts.  They participated in 
the 43rd Annual Blue Ribbon Children s࠙ Festival at the 
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, explored the world of famous 
artists and designers, and joined the One Million Bone 
Campaign which will be on display at the National Mall in 
D.C. in early June, They then expanded their outreach 
activities to include contacting Second Grade students 
around the world asking for their help with their project, 
identified a family business that was worthy of a           
microloan, raised money to fight childhood cancer, and 
tackled one of the 20 Global issues facing the world    
today: Hunger and Poverty.  

In this edition, we invite you to accompany us on a tour of 
the numerous events and accomplishments that took 
place over the past semester.  Please visit our website at 
www.newhorizonwestside.com to learn more about our 
programs and upcoming events. 

sports day

All our students participated in making our Annual Sports 
Day Event a success.  From relay races to competitions, 
students spent an afternoon at Cheviot Park and enjoyed 
a day filled with fun.  
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new horizon westside  students 
complete a study on world         
poverty and hunger 

NHSW Students received a certificate of recognition from 
the National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS) 
for the work they completed on World Poverty and     
Hunger for the Challenge 20/20 project. Fifth Grade    
students submitted a report with their findings on the 
topic, after having spent one semester researching     
information and facts about the subject, and exploring 
possible solutions for the problem. Challenge 20/20 is an 
Internet-based program that pairs classes at any grade 
level from schools in the U.S. with their counterpart 
classes in schools in other countries; together the teams 
find local solutions for one of the 20 Global Problems.  
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a celebration of the arts 
Our students have had a blast experimenting with color, 
texture and design.  Their creativity and hard work        
resulted in a stunning display of Kokeshi dolls, Joseph 
Albers squares, M.C. Escher tessellation on wood, birch 
tree with finches oil pastels, ceramic bowls and pears   
inspired by Cezanne, dragonfly drawings, a Kentucky 
Derby horse anatomy portfolio, Indian elephants, and last 
but not least, our P࠙ucci  ࠙designers.  

nhsw students partici-
pate in student rebuild 
project 

Our students participated in  
Student Rebuild and One     
Million Bones, a campaign to 

cover the National Mall in Washington D.C. with 
1,000,000 handmade bones in honor of lives lost and the 
survivors of famine, armed conflict and mass atrocity. 
Each bone contributed  generates $1 in support of 
CARE s࠙ work in Somalia and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, two nations torn by violence and conflict. Mrs. 
Carol Cooper led this project by helping students to create 
over 200 bones which were  shipped to Washington D.C. 
The  project will be on display at the National Mall from  
June 8-10, 2013.

43rd annual blue ribbon children’s 
festival  

NHSW Fifth Grade students joined Fifth Graders from 
schools across Southern California and attended the 43rd 
Annual Blue Ribbon Children s࠙ Festival at the Dorothy 
Chandler Pavilion in April. Students enjoyed a perform-
ance by the dance group, Traces, and joined the specta-
tors in a performance of a group dance under the guid-
ance of choreography teachers at the Mark Taper Forum.
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flat stanley adventure 

Second Grade read the story of Flat Stanley, a boy      
flattened by a bookshelf, who still managed to have     
adventures around the world. So each student made a 
Flat Stanley bookmark and decided to contact schools 
around the US and the world to see if they would take 
Flat Stanley on an adventure and write back to us about 
it. So far they have received replies from 4 schools, one 
in   Kansas, one in Maryland, one in Florida, and one all 
the way from England! Flat Stanley has gone to Universal 
Studios Orlando, an Orioles game in Baltimore, and a 
rainy day field trip in Overland Park, Kansas.  

The 2nd grade, or third form, class in England even 
made Flat Stanley a project. They made their own 
Stanleys and sent back a thick packet of pictures of all 
the places that the English students took their Flat 
Stanleys, as well as letters to our class! 2nd grade is 
really hoping to hear back from Canada and Australia. 
They loved sharing with 2nd graders across the globe! 
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the california experience –
  sacramento trip 

Every year, the 
Fourth Grade class 
takes a  momentous 
trip nearly 400 miles 
away from home; to 
our great state   
capital, Sacramento. 
Since 4th Grade has 
a    concentration of 
California history, 
this trip becomes a 
truly connecting and 
bonding  experience 
for the children   
because they can 
identify with so 
many standards on 
a personal level.  

When students learn about the Gold Rush in class, they 
learn about the different methods for gold panning. During 
the field trip, students were able to show what they learned 
in  action by gold panning on their own. It was a wonderful 
experience to see the students make solid and meaningful 
connections to what they had been learning about all year 
long. From wagon riding to walking the streets of Old 
Town,  students gained an experience they will never    
forget.  
Here is what some of our Fourth graders wanted to share      
about their experience:    

M࠙y favorite memory 
about Sacramento 
was when we went to 
the State Capitol. I 
liked the Capitol   
because I was      
interested in learning 
more about our     
history. Hanging out 
in the hotel room with 

my teacher and friends was a lot of fun, too. -࠙ Ritaj        
Abdulqani

D࠙uring my field trip, in Sacramento, I learned about the 
Gold Rush. When we went gold panning, we used special 
tools that had ridges to help find the gold. They had to go 
to rivers and search very deep because gold sinks to the 
bottom.࠙࠙ Jennah Mohammed

M࠙y favorite part about the Sacramento field trip was 
hanging out with Ms. Rico and my friends by the pool. I 
liked it because the whole class was together having fun.࠙
࠙  Haroun Daoud 

librarian’s corner  

During the spring semester of 2013, New Horizon School 
Westside students were busy little bees in Library Class, 
checking out books and  Kindles, creating projects, and 
going on field trips.  

Students began the semester by reading books from the 
CitizenKid series, which explore the impact young people 
can have on eradicating poverty. After reading One Hen, 
a book that charts the progress of a microloan for one 
young boy and his family in Ghana, students in 4th and 5th

grades invested about $1 each, the price of an office 
snack, into a microloan through Kiva.Org.  Kiva is a non-
profit microfinance organization that does not charge  
interest, in accordance with Islamic law. 

Students used both their critical thinking skills and      
compassion to select the family for their loans, selecting 
family businesses that employed impoverished women 
with children and businesses that were building their 
country s࠙ infrastructure. 
Next, students finished 
their F࠙un with Non-
F i c t i on࠙ un i t  wi t h        
cookbooks. Using the 
Dewey Decimal system to 
locate cookbooks in the 
library, students got to 
make recipes from the     
various cookbooks  
available at the library. 

Students were then visited by their friend, the Cat in the 
Hat, who led them on a wild scavenger hunt across the 
campus to celebrate Dr. Seuss s࠙ birthday. Finding notes 
in books, the students used the rhyming    lyrical clues to 
find where their beloved Seuss books had been hidden, 
and read them with book buddies

As the year came to an end, 5th Graders and Kinder-
garteners visited the West Los Angeles Public Library 
together with their Book Buddies. The 1st, through 4th

graders went on a field trip to the Palms-Rancho Public 
Library, where the children s࠙ librarian highlighted Middle 
Eastern and Islamic books for children, as well as the 
Muslim Journeys Bookshelf.  



quran competition 
Students are always encouraged to take charge and   
become independent at New Horizon School Westside. 
Our efforts to foster leadership skills, self-esteem, and 
social confidence are evident in Quranic Studies and the 
Annual NHSW Quran Competition, as well.  

At NHSW, 
Q u r a n i c 
S t u d i e s 
begin with 
t h e 
Nuraniyah 
R e a d i n g 
P r i m e r , 
w h i c h 
g e a r s   
students to 
the proper 
and fluent 

recitation and reading of the Quran. Given this, students 
are then able to memorize at their own paces.              
Emphasizing a need to understand what one is       
memorizing and reading, Quranic Studies always couples 
recitation and comprehension. These studies culminate 
and their results are displayed at the Annual NHSW 
Quran Competition. For this competition, students select 
Quranic chapters from their grade-level curriculum. They 
are expected to recite the scriptural chapter from memory 
before a judge. Moreover, students are also expected to 
explain the chapter,  select words which they feel are key 
to   understanding, and provide practical applications for 
lessons learned. Students are judged by qualified    
members of the Southern California Muslim community 
and are awarded points for their performances. This 
year s࠙ competition was held on campus on April 16, 
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arabic day 

Every year at New Horizon Westside we celebrate the   
importance of diversity and encourage our students to play 
an active part in this celebration.  An integral part of our 
Religious Studies Curriculum is the study of the Arabic           
Language, the language of the Holy Quran.   
All our students receive daily instruction in Arabic. Each 
Spring, our students spend one day celebrating the      
language and culture of the Arab World.  

This year, our Annual 
Arabic Day event was 
held on March 25th. 
Our elementary stu-
dents kicked off the 
event with the song    
N࠙inety Nine Names 

of Allah .࠙   Students 
from each grade-level 
then took the stage to 

present a song, play or skit that demonstrated the skills 
they acquired 
throughout the 
year in Arabic 
class. Preschool-
ers stole the    
audience s࠙ hearts 
with their colorful 
p r e s e n t a t i o n 
about Spring.   

preschool update
At preschool, it is  all about fun and action!  
Students enjoyed our field trip to P࠙retend City  ࠙and lived 
their dream jobs. With the coming of spring, they have 
been busy tending their garden, growing sunflowers, and 
patiently waiting for the caterpillars about to come out of 
their cocoons and turn into butterflies!  

big sunday 2013 

NHSW participated in Big  
Sunday again this year. 
Students set up two        
lemonade stands on Open 
House Day.  The proceeds 
went to Alex s࠙ Lemonade 
Stand, a Big Sunday    
partner.  The funds raised 
go towards fighting child-
hood cancer.   


